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Readers' Discussion Questions
1. If you were in Merry’s shoes, how would you handle Lissa Vyner’s turning up on your doorstep, begging for help? Have you ever known or suspected someone was being abused? What did you do?

2. The Amish dress Plain in order to encourage unity and peace among their community; they discourage anything that would encourage individualism. What do you think of this lifestyle? Would you find it difficult to give up your unique way of dressing, etc.? How are the pressures modern teens face different from those Amish teens experience?

3. Talk about Curly John and Sarah’s wedding. How is an Amish wedding unlike any weddings you have been to? How is it similar?

4. From a young age, Merry Hanson has had a love for photography. What does Merry’s passion for picture taking tell you about her? Do you have any strong interests or hobbies? What do you think they tell you about yourself?

5. Merry is quick to befriend Elton, standing by him when no one else will. Do you think Merry has the qualities of a good friend? Have you ever known or befriended someone with a disability? If so, how did other people react?

6. Even though the Zooks suspect Ben of wrongdoing, they don’t involve the police or other outsiders, preferring to leave justice to God and forgive Ben. What do you think this says about the Amish? How do you think this approach affects the person guilty of wrongdoing? the people who have been wronged?

7. After the Zooks’ barn is destroyed by fire, the Amish community rallies to rebuild it. What are some of the benefits of living in a close-knit community like that of the Old Order Amish? Can you think of any downsides? Have you had an experience where a community you are a part of has had a similar opportunity to pull together? 

8. Merry’s friends and her mother are concerned when Merry chooses to spend time with Levi Zook. Can you understand their worries? What would you have done in their place? in Merry’s place?

9. Levi pursues his interest in Merry even though she is an Englisher. What qualities do you find attractive in a guy? How important to relationships is sharing a common background? If you were Merry, would you be more interested in Levi or Jon?

10. As Merry learns more about her Plain roots, her fascination with the Amish grows to the point that she wonders what it would be like to become Plain. Can you relate to her fascination? Have you ever researched your family tree? If so, are there aspects of your ancestors’ lives that intrigue you? Give an example.

11. Talk about the way tourists behave toward the Amish. Have you ever gone somewhere where you were embarrassed by the behavior of other tourists? What are some things travelers can do to be more respectful toward other cultures?

12. What do you think of the Amish idea of Providence—that everything that happens is ordained or destined by God? How this view different from the way Merry sees accidents and tragedies like her twin sister’s death?

13. Merry attempts to arrange things so that her parents will adopt baby Charity, but she eventually realizes it might not be in Charity’s best interest. Can you understand why she ultimately makes the decision she does? Do you think that sometimes we can inadvertently harm others by holding on to them too tightly, or by trying to control the outcome of events?

14. When Curly John and Sarah lose their baby and discover they won’t be able to have more children, they are heartbroken. Talk about the importance of children to the Amish. Why do you think they have such large families? How does the Amish view of children and families compare to that you are familiar with?

15. Throughout the series, Merry struggles to get over the grief she feels over losing her twin, Faithie. How does Merry’s faith help her in accepting this loss? Have you ever lost someone close to you to death? What are some ways you tried to deal with that experience?

