Discussion Questions
1.		Liz’s business, Amish Buggy Rides, offers a wide variety of tours—the Amish Back Roads and Tasty Treats Tour, the Amish Farm Tour, the Christmas House Buggy Tour . . . Which tour would you book if you were heading to Hickory Hollow?
2.		Although it’s a bit unorthodox within her community, Liz’s drive to start her own business turned Amish Buggy Rides into a highlight for local tourists. If you could open any business of your own, what would it be?
3.		Early in the book, we come to learn that “The Christmas House” is the name given to the Hyatt family’s residence and the elaborate light display in their yard. How did your feelings toward the Hyatts and their splashy décor change throughout the story?
4.		Ella Mae serves her community by providing a listening ear, impartial perspective, prayers, and her trademark peppermint tea to those who visit her. Who is the “Ella Mae” in your life?
5.		Through Liz’s story, readers are shown how Christmas is celebrated in Amish communities. Some traditions may reflect those of Englishers (non-Amish individuals)—gathering with family, baking, exchanging gifts—while others, such as a minimalistic approach to Christmas decorations, may be unfamiliar. What details surprised you?
6.		During one of her buggy tours, Liz admires the beauty of Hickory Hollow through the fresh eyes of her passengers and asks herself, “Do I take these everyday scenes for granted? There’s so much to love about life here” (page 104). It’s not uncommon for us to lose sight of the beauty in what’s become familiar. What are some of the beauties that have become routine or commonplace in your own life?
7.		Food is something that brings people together over the holidays, and families often have traditions that revolve around making seasonal favorites with one another. One of the Lantz family’s Christmas traditions is making homemade peppermint taffy. What are some of the holiday treats and traditions in your own family?
8.		Throughout the story, readers see Liz’s passion for “shining God’s light to others, even in the small ways” (page 47), whether it’s through her interactions with her customers or shifting her community’s perspective on the ostracized Hyatt family. What are small ways we can incorporate this type of mindset into our daily lives? When has someone—even a stranger—shown you God’s light in a small way?
