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The First Love by Beverly Lewis
Readers' Discussion Questions

1. From her late childhood, Maggie Esh has struggled with chronic pain. Do you know someone who has dealt with chronic illness? What are some ways that has impacted that person’s life? 
2. Despite Joseph Esh’s misgivings, he allows his daughter to attend the nearby revival services. Why do you think he does so? 
3. While some Mennonite preachers began holding annual revival meetings in the second half of the 1800s, later evangelists like Billy Graham also influenced the pattern of their meetings. Have you ever been to a revival meeting or an evangelistic crusade? If so, what was that experience was like in comparison to Maggie’s?
4. Amish with young families often remarry relatively soon after the passing of a spouse. Talk about the pluses and minuses of this for a family.
5. Although Maggie is a young woman of faith and has grown up in the Amish church, attending the tent meetings causes her to reevaluate her beliefs in some important ways. How do you see this play out in Maggie’s life? 
6. Unlike some famous fictional stepmothers, Rachel desires to make life better for everyone in her new household. What are some ways that she demonstrates this?
7. Maggie’s desperation for a cure has led her to experiment with many different kinds of treatment, including the fictional supplement in this story. Have you ever tried an alternative treatment for any reason? Why or why not?
8. Initially, Maggie writes off Jimmy’s seeking her out as motivated by pity rather romantic interest. Have you ever misjudged someone’s motives in a relationship? When you discovered the truth, how did you handle it?
9. Maggie learns to thank her heavenly Father for both the difficulties and the blessings related to her illness. The difficulties are evident, but what are some blessings for Maggie that stem from her illness? Have you ever implemented a similar principle in your life, as well? If so, how has it affected you?
10. Healing is a frequent topic in the Gospels. Do you know anyone who has experienced a miraculous healing of some kind? Describe their experience.

