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The Judgment by Beverly Lewis
Readers' Discussion Questions

1. How does the book’s title relate to the events in the story?
2. Hen’s parents counsel her to “make peace” with her husband, even though he doesn’t share their Amish ways—or faith. How might Hen do this? What are some difficulties that face couples who don’t share the same beliefs?
3. Nick and his foster brother, Christian, had a very rocky relationship. Have you known similarly hurtful sibling relationships? How might people able to move past such destructive relationships to healing? 
4. Emma has been opposed to seeking further medical expertise since her crippling accident. What are some factors that play into that? Have you ever know someone to refuse to pursue medical help when others thought that person should obtain it?
5. Rose notices fairly early on that Rebekah appears attracted to Silas. Have you ever found yourself in competition with a friend for something? How did that affect your friendship?
6. Brandon is as concerned about the possibility Mattie Sue will be raised Amish as Hen is that she will be raised English. Is it possible to find middle ground in such a situation? Have you known couples who have disagreed on how their children should be raised? How did they handle it?
7. Beth dreams of Emma’s healing. Can you think of a time God has used dreams to communicate something to you or someone you know? How did you (or that person) know it was from God?
8. The Amish do not believe they should use representation in legal disputes with relatives—“no pitting kin against kin.” Why do you think they believe this? Would you be willing not to seek legal counsel in a dispute involving family?
9. When Rose encounters Nick at the homeless shelter, she learns he has been assisting the residents there. Does this fit with your idea of who Nick is? Why or why not?
10. Have you, like Beth, ever written down any of your prayers, perhaps keeping a prayer journal? Do you think something like that would be helpful? Discuss.
11. Contrast Silas’s relationship with Rebekah to Rose’s relationship with Nick. In what ways are they alike? Different?
12. Brandon agrees to return to the Dawdi Haus with Hen following his release from the hospital. Were you surprised by this? Why do you think Hen didn’t offer to care for him at the house in town?
13. Talk about the way Rose handled the situation with Silas. What would you have done in her place?
14. Ultimately the brethren choose to silence Bishop Aaron, at least in part for his inability to rein in Nick and bring him into the Amish church. Did you agree with this decision? Why or why not?
