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The Photograph by Beverly Lewis
Readers' Discussion Questions

1. Contrast the personalities of the three Esch sisters. Which sister is easiest for you to relate to? Hardest?

2. Naomi Mast is Eva’s surrogate mother and unlikely confidant—in many ways, she is Eva’s best friend. Have you ever had a friendship with someone that others might find surprising? How did that friendship begin?

3. What do you think of how the Esch brothers initially handle Lily’s disappearance? How is the Amish approach to a runaway different from that of an “English” family? How is it similar?

4. In this book, there is pressure on both Eva and Jed to marry for various reasons. Talk about the role of marriage in their communities versus the community you live in. How do you think a person’s community affects expectations about marriage?

5. Despite the fact a devout Amish girl would not have her picture taken, Jed is intrigued by the young woman in the photo and even feels a connection to her. Does his interest surprise you? Why or why not?

6. The Old Order Amish desire to remain separate from the world, which means that many do not vote or involve themselves in politics. What did you think of how Abner and Naomi handle Omar’s decision to choose otherwise?

7. Grief has colored the way Jed and Eva see their lives and has deepened their faith. Have you experienced a loss that has had a profound effect on you? What are some changes you made in your life as a result?

8. Jed doesn’t ask Eva about the photograph because he doesn’t want to embarrass her or jeopardize their relationship. Have you ever hesitated to discuss something with someone because it was potentially sensitive? Is it better to be honest up front, or to wait for an opportune time? 

9. What do you think about how Jed and Eva handle things when the photograph finally surfaces? What would you do in their situation?

10. Jed tells Lily, “There’s only one way to fix a mistake. . . . Just don’t keep goin’ forward with it.” What do you think of this advice? How would you advise someone in Lily’s place?
