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The Proving by Beverly Lewis
Readers' Discussion Questions

1. “It takes times of challenge for us to grow,” Don Bradley tells Mandy early in the book. What are some ways Mandy grows through the challenges in this story? Is there an area in which you have grown due to a personal challenge?
2. How has Mandy’s time away from home in the English world affected her? Do you think it would be hard for a former Amishperson to return to Plain life? Why or why not?
3. When Mandy learns her mother has passed away, she regrets not having the chance to make up for the past. Has the loss of a loved one ever prompted you to take action in another relationship? Discuss. 
4. Have you ever known anyone like Trina? What do you see as her weaknesses? Her strengths?
5. Mandy opts to accept the inheritance despite the conditions and her rocky past with her sister. What would you do in her situation? What do you think would be the hardest obstacle to overcome? 
6. While she mulls over what to do next, Trina decides to go on a mystery trip. Is that something you can imagine yourself doing? Why or why not?
7. Mandy learns through her guests that Mamma asked God to bring “those who needed Him most” to the B and B. How does your own faith influence your focus or choices at work or with others?
8. Gavin tells Trina that she could “just as easily decide to be happy.” Do you think this is good advice? Why or why not?   
9. Mandy eventually comes to realize that, when it comes to her relationship with Arie, they have painted over the wall without patching up the holes first. Talk about whether you ever done something similar in a relationship.
10. Looking back on her experience at Butterfly Meadows, Trina realizes that it happened for a reason. Has there been a time in your own life when you felt you had made a wrong turn, only for it to end up to be a blessing? Describe.
11. Psalm 85:10 serves as the opening epigraph: Mercy and truth are met together; righteousness and peace have kissed each other. How do the characters in The Proving demonstrate mercy?


