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The River by Beverly Lewis
Readers' Discussion Questions

1. Tilly has never felt as though she really fits in with her family, particularly her father, whereas Anna was the family favorite. How do you think that affected Tilly’s relationship with Anna? Have you ever been in a position where you felt you couldn’t do anything right?

2. Daed was both overprotective and strict with Tilly over the years in an attempt to raise her “to be a good Amishwoman.” What are some other mistakes that parents sometimes make in an attempt to raise their children the way they believe is right?

3. Tilly’s Mammi Lantz and Uncle Abner were two of her favorite relatives growing up. Talk about a relative or family friend who has a special place in your life. What about that person do you most appreciate?

4. In the years since Anna’s death, Mamm has preserved Anna’s room just as it was. Is there anything that you have a difficult time letting go of as well, perhaps because of its connection to the past? If so, what, and for what reason?

5. Ruth’s family still hopes that she might return to the People. Has anyone had an expectation of you that you knew you might not be able to fulfill? How did you handle that?

6. Tilly blames herself for Anna’s death. Why do you think she feels this way? Are there ways in which false blame has kept you from moving forward in life? 

7. Will apologizes to Ruth and is eager to renew their courting relationship. If you were in Ruth’s place, how would you react to this? 

8. Did your perspective on Tilly’s father change once you learned the secret he and Mamm had been keeping? Do you think they did the right thing in not telling Tilly sooner? Discuss.

9. Were you surprised by Ruth’s ultimate decision in regard to Will and Eden Valley. Why or why not?
