The Road Home, The READING GROUP GUIDE

The Road Home by Beverly Lewis
Readers' Discussion Questions

1. Are you a planner like Lena Rose Schwartz, or do you prefer to go with the flow and see how events unfold? How does Lena’s need to plan and know what’s next sometimes work against her in this story?  
2. Following their parents’ tragic accident, the Schwartz children are sent to live with various relatives and community members. Does this approach differ from how this might be handled by Englischers? If so, what are some advantages? some disadvantages?
3. At its core, The Road Home is a story about the love of family. Have you ever spent an extended period of time away from your closest family members? If yes, what was that experience like? Did it alter you (or them) in any way? If not, how do you think you would deal with such an experience?
4. Like others in her family, Lena Rose was taught to accept whatever came her way as being from the hand of the Lord, including her parents’ accident. Does this dovetail with your own faith and understanding of God? Why or why not? 
5. As much as Lena Rose wants to remain with her siblings, she willingly goes to Pennsylvania. Why does she do so? Discuss whether you’d be willing to make the same decision in those circumstances. 
6. Contrast life in Old Order Michigan versus that in Old Order Pennsylvania. What are some differences you observe in this book? some similarities?
7. How does Lena Rose change as a result of her time in Lancaster County? What are some ways she affects those around her? 
8. Talk about Lena’s relationships with Hans and Arden. What do you think of long-distance relationships? Would you be willing to move out of state to pursue someone you cared about?
9. Would you describe Lena as an optimist or a pessimist? Why?
10. In what way does the epigraph—“Pray, and let God worry”—relate to Lena Rose’s story? What do you see as the primary focus of her faith journey? 

